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THUMEBES UP! She saved her father
with the Heimlich manuever. paces

COMING SUNDAY Our special graduation issue
features student profiles, plus bus schedules

SUFFOLK SISTER CITIES BARND

Students
focus on
music for
England

E‘_F Hattle Brown Garromw
Tise Virgireten. Pifiar

SUFFOLK

O song into an afternoon rehears-
al, Ed Waoodis had some advices for his
band: "Ion't bury your eyes in the
musie. Lookup.”

He had arranged the teens in a cir-
cle, with the drummer in the middle,
sothey could watch eachother. They
would need touse all their senses to
hear the melody, Woodis explained.

The grouplaunched into *“The T ype-
writer” for asecond time. Wood iz, who
was filling in as a tuba player that day,
was pleassd at the end of the song

"You hear it?" he asked, " You hear
the difference *"

Woodis' band, a collecton of stu-
dents from Nansemond-Suffolk Acad-
emy and the city's thres public high
schools, formed alxout a year ago for
a special purpose. Along with a stu-
dent chorus, band members are head-
ed to England in July to represent the
city of Buffolk.

The musical — and cultural - ex-

See EXCHANGE. Paze 4

EDUCATION | CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

10R2 ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS? SUFFOLK
BOARD MEMBERS ARE STILLASKING

from residents in the months  tary in Whaley ville.

By Hattle Brown Garrow

The division's 10-year capi-
tal improvements plancalls for
anew school to replace South-
western Elementary in the Hal-
land area. It also includes an
overhaul of Robertson Elemen-

Tl Virgirsan-Piine

SUFFOLK

School Board members re-
ceived feedback From the City
Councilin Februarv and heard

that Followed. Even so, they
decided last week they still
couldn't answer acritical ques-
ton: Should one or two elemen-
tary schools serve students in
southern Suffolk?

That doesn't mateh the plan
written by the city and ap-
proved by City Council earli-
er this year. Except for Vice
Mayor Curtis Milteer, council
members have said thev sun-

7 A Edward Woodis,

Hamsa2mond River
High Schools
and director,
makes a point
during a recent
Suffolk Sister
Cities band
rehearsal.

4 The band,
which heads to
England mext
month, gathers at
Mansemond River.

Free cancant tonight
| - details, Page 4
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port combining students From
bath schools into ane new build-
ing.

The Behool Board has dis-
cussed amending its plan to re-
Flzct the City Council's wishes
and was scheduled to vote on
the switch last Thursday.

Instead, members took the
advice of Holy Meck represen-
tative Encch Copeland, whoree-

see SCHOOLS, FAGE 4

ANIMAL WELFARE

HUMANE
CAMPAIGN" GETS
UNDER WAY

By Eric Feber
The Virginian-Pilot

Knowledge is power, and with
this in mind, the Suffolk Humane
Society is embarking on a public-
awareness campaign to empower
city residents to become responsi-
ble pet owners.

The Driver-based pet advocacy
group hopes to achieve this through
a six-month “Humane Campaign”
with messages on billboards and in
television commercials, fliers dis-
tributed throughout the community
and print ads in local newspapers.

This inaugural educational effort
was created to bring three impor-
tant issues in pet ownership to city
residents, said Angela Chandler,
president of the Humane Society’s
board of directors.

“We’re bringing before the public
the ideas of spay/neutering, adop-
tion and unchaining dogs. We’re
hoping this will create an aware-
ness and will remind residents about
the importance of these issues and
how they can help.”

Chandler said 100,000 home-
less pets are put to death annually
in Virginia. This number includes
healthy, well-adjusted dogs, cats,
puppies and kittens, including
purebreds and what she calls “de-
signer dogs.”

“Much of this can be prevent-
ed through spay/neutering and pet
adoption,” Chandler said. “We’re
hoping both adoptions and spay/
neuter procedures will increase
during our campaign.”

The billboards and ads will also
cover the separate issue of unchain-
ing dogs.

“We’re telling people to bring
their dog into the family, into their
pack,” Chandler explained. “When
dogs are kept on chains continuous-
ly, they become neurotic, unhappy,

See HUMANE, Page 4
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ommended they tour some of
the bus routes in the South-
western and Robertson
zones, as well as those in
three neighboring zones,

"We a2 a board need to
know exactly where these
areas are,” Copeland said.
"We're talking about some-
thing wvery serious here.
We're talking about 4, 5, 6,
7, B-year-olds "

Sleepy Hole representa-
tive Diane Foster agreed
that driving through those
areas would be helpful, but
she al=o suggested the bomd
review enrollment mumbers
at thenorthernschoaols, That

region has received the most
attention be-
cause that's
where the
majority of
students are,

she said.
The group
o tour is set
“We as & for Monday.
bioard need Board mem-
b kmow bers opted to
exacthy take a school
where bus so they
these areas  poyld see
are." board how the ve-
member hicles ma-
Copeanaes ETEE
the south-
E;;r: "_f':‘,m ern end's ru-
talking about mﬁﬁ; -
something B S
:E - ing, several
3 Holy Meck
Borough
residents spoke in support of
community-based schoolsin
the Holland and Whaleyville

aTERs.

" feel that it i=s our time
tobe on the receiving end of
services,” former Southwest-
ern Principal Lorita Mayo
said.” ... It isdisheartening
when other areas of the city
receive new schools and oth-
er services and we are con-
tinuelly ignored.”

Heolland resident Carl-
ton Williams said having
a school in the commu-
nity builds pride and in-
volvement. Michasl West,
the speaker who Followed,
echoed that sentiment.

"Having a school outside
the community will not get
the parent involved, will
not get the community in-
volved. The farther away
vou get from the commu-
nity, the less involvement

vou get.”

Hattie Droen Garrow, JX-5567,
hattie. Brdre nidin ol nine oo

EXCHANGE
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change was sparked by a sis-
ter-city partnership that be-
gun nearly three decades ago.
Teachers, students and other
residents have made the trip
to Suffolk County, England,
since then.

The visits were less fre-
quent in recent years until
2007, when a delegation from
Bury 5t. Edmunds County Up-
per School came to Hampton
Roads. Thoee nearly 40 young
musicians, including members
of a swing band and string or-
chestra, performed at four
Suffolk schools, the Buffolk
Center for Cultural Arts and
other locations.

"They were incredible when
they came over. | hope we can
liveuptothat,” said Laura Hols-
houser, a rising sophomore at
King's Fork High Schoal. "It
was the fecling they brought
to that stage. They were hav-
ing somuch fun”

Laura, 15, is one of about
three dozen students chosen
to take the England trip, orga-
nized by Suffolk Sister Cities
International. The most talent-
ed teens from across the city
were selected, board president
Mary Jane Maismith said. They
range from rising sophomores
torecent graduates.

The organization picked
Woodis, band director at Nan-
sermond River High, to lead the
Sister Citiesband. Toni Cottur-
oni, Mansemond-suffolk Acad-
emy's choral director, and
Joleen Neighbours, Nanse-
mond River's choral and the-
ater arts director, are direct-
ing the chorus.

Teomight, the band and chorus
will host a fres concert —a dry
run of sorts - at Nansemond
River Hioh to shonwease their

JASON hl FRRC WLD | SAOOALTOT HESUR

Hansemaond-Suffolk Academy choral director Toni Cotturone leads
her students during a re cent rehearsal.
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 ASOM HRSCHPELD
Hansemond-Suffolk &cadenmy
chorus students Laura
Holshouser, right, and lessica
Pyne rehearse. “They were
incredible when they came
mer" Laura say s of the British
students who visited in 2007,

“I hope we can live up to that.”

work. The performance is free,
but Suffolk Sister Cities Inter-
national will accept donations.
The organization, with the help
af the students, has raised tens
of thom=ands of dollars to hels

s e sy
JabaT Dixion |:|| ays I:IIJr'iI'Ig

a mopnt Sister Cities band
mhearsal at Nansemond River
High Schocl in Suffolk.

What Sultolk toSultolk Sister
Cibies Shudent Music Exchange
Concert

When 7 tonght, Hansemond
Rneesr Hign Sohodals sdi b um

Cost Free, but bckets ane
meguead; bo reseres ona, call
lanet Blake-Perry al 454 -5300.

cover the trip's estimated cost
of % 60,000,

"Bome of the kids have never
been on an airplane,” Naismith
said. " ... Ithink they're really
excited.”

The students are scheduled
ti arrive in London on July 7
They'll sightsee and watch a
production of “Les Misera-
bles" before heading to Bury
St Edmunds to perform in sev-
eral concerts.

English host families will pro-
vide housing. Laura, for exam-
ple, was paired with the same
two teenage sisters who stayed
at her house two years ago, “T'm
looking forward to seeing some
old friends,” the 15-year-old
chiorus member said.

The group flies back to Vir-
ginia on July 15,

Two- to three-hour rehears
als began last fall and hawve
ramped up since school end-
ed. On arecent evening, the
chorus went over “Georgia on
My Mind" and struggled with
measure 71 of “For Good" from
the musical "Wicked."

Cotturone and MNeighbours,
the directors, said they picked
songs that are American-fo-
cused. The repertoire in-
cludes Broadway, folk and pop
mLsic,

Chorus members Diana Her-
iford and Christiana Vastardis,
both Nansemond- Suffolk Aced-
emy students, described them-
selves as perfectionists who are
a bit nervous about matching
the English students" "ameazing”
performance at their school

Christiane, 15, said she ex-
pects to make lifelong Friend-
ships during the trip.

“It takes up my summer, but
I knew it would turn out to be
something I'd remembser for the
rest of my life”

Hatiie Broen Garrdie, (7570 X22-
BAEY hattie Bwawndd ailatanfiné oom

HUMANE
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nervous and aggressive. It’s a
threat to the safety of the dog,
and members of the family, par-
ticularly children. Some cities
in Hampton Roads have anti-
tethering laws — Suffolk does
not, yet.”

And you won’t have to search
far and wide to get the soci-
ety’s threefold message dur-
ing “Humane Campaign.” It
began airing television com-
mercials Tuesday during lo-
cal message breaks on a vari-
ety of popular cable channels
including CNN, Fox, HGTYV,

alhe oy )

BET, ESPN, TNN and Discov-
ery. These public service spots,
sporting messages generated
by the society’s board of di-
rectors, are expected to air a
total of 9,000 times on various
cable spots.

Fliers were being distrib-
uted and print ads began run-
ning Wednesday, and three bill-
boards posted at “well-placed
major arteries in Suffolk” were
scheduled to begin appearing
Monday.

Chandler said the campaign
is financed through donations,
contributions and from such
fundraising events as the so-
ciety’s annual Mutt Strut
Dog Walk & Festival, sched-
uled from 1 to S p.m. Sept. 20

1[] [] ,U [][] homeless pets are PUT TO DEATH each year in Virginia

SPAY, NEUTER, ADOPT

SUFFOLKY

&
35}7 SuffolkHumaneSociety.com ] 538-3030

interested?

For more information about the
campaign, the Suffolk Humane
Society or its upcoming fundraiser,
call 538-3030 or go online to www.
suffolkhumanesociety.com.

at Sleepy Hole Park in North
Suffolk.

The fundraiser, which drew
1,500 attendees and 333 walk-
ers at last year’s inaugural

kick-off, will include a quar-
ter-mile pledge walk, the Pu-
rina Disc Dogs, police K9 units,
rescue and adoption groups,
agility trials, various compe-
titions, children’s activities and
games, food and vendors.

This year’s goal is to sur-
pass last year’s crowd count
and register S00 dog walkers,
Chandler said. “It was amaz-
ing last year, and we’re hoping
it will continue to grow. It’s to
benefit all pets in Suffolk.”

And if you need the details,
simply turn on your TV, open
a newspaper or notice the bill-
boards.

Eric Feber, 222-5203,
eric.feber@pilotonline.com



