FARM WOMAN OF THE YEAR

Chuckatuck farmer/environmentalist honored

By Linda McNatt
The Virgirdan-Piior

SUFFOLK

On a chilly winter day,
when the late afternoon
sun has finally come out
after a drenching morning
rain, Shelley Butler-Badow
ig busy helping her husband
repairatractortire on a big
John Deere.

Tire changing i=n't a job
normally assigned to wom-
en, but Barlow is different.
She drives the tractor, plants
crops, keeps books, pays
bills, participates in major
farm decisions and helps to
promote agriculture when-
evershe canin both comorm-
nity groups and schools,

This year she was named
the Virginia Farm Bureau
Federation's state Farm
Woman of the Year. Rep-
resenting female farmers
throughout the Comimon-
wealth, she was runner-up
for the award last year.

No matter how busy she
is on the farm, she still
has time to watch an ca-
gle soaring over the Chuck-
atuck farm or to point out &
Flock of turkevrs in a near-
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&5 Farm Woman of the Year, Shalley Barlow reprsents female farmers throughouk Virginia.

by field, to enjoy the fringe
benefits.

Barlow casily balances
chores such as kesping track
of the cat ommlatinn om the

e lations.

and Selena
Cuffee-Glenn.
ity Manansr,
rode on a
diuimp trick
as it plowed
City straats.
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farm and plotting next sum-
mer's vegetable crops.

"We put sweel corn in
the baskets For six weeks
this vear" she said. amil-
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ing across the bare fields.
“We had squash, melons,
cucumbers.”

supported agriculture pro-
gram, sonething she start-
el a few yvears back and is
now serving about 40 local
families with weekly fresh
vegetables.

She i=n't certain how she
came to be named to such a
high state Fenrm position, but
she's proud of the accom-
plishment, and she means
tomake the most of it.

“In the interview, they
asked me about the future of
agriculture inthis country,”
she seid. " Therears someany
things to consider. Food
safety, fiood for fuel I ama
farmerfenvironmentalist.
My big thing i= agricultur-
al education For kids. We
have a whole generation
removed from farming,
and it's important that the
children growing up today
know where their food and
fiber comes from."

Barlow, 4%, started out &t
Wirginia Tech, with the idea
of becoming aveterinarisan.
She soondecided she wasn't
going to make the grades to
enter the field.

Bhe likes to talk about .

her C5A or communit v-
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VALENTINE’S DAY
FUNDRAISER

TREAT YOUR
FURRY FRIENDS TO
AGOURMET MEAL

By Eric Feber
The Virginian-Pilot

For Valentine’s Day bring
home a gourmet meal for
your sweetie.

It’s sure to cause tail wag-
ging or purring. Of course,
the “sweetie” in question is
not your human one, but the
family dog or cat.

On Feb. 13 and 14, the
Suffolk Humane Society is

sponsoring a
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fundraising take-home meal
for the family’s four-legged
members.

These doggie dinners/kitty
casseroles are $10 apiece and
can be picked up between
S and 10 p.m. Feb. 13 and
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and
Sto9 p.m. Feb. 14.

Proceeds will benefit
the society’s low-cost spay/
neutering programs, ef-
forts to find permanent and

See VALENTINE, Page 6

Two city officials get to go along for the ride

By Hattle Bromwn Garrew
Tl Virgtraiem-Piiog

SUFFOLK

As snow blanketed the
aren last weekend, an un-
likely person helped mean one
of 29 dump trucks clearing

Suffolk sheets,

City  Manager Selena
Cuffee-CGilenn boarded a city
bruck about ¥ aamn. that Satur-
deny, A couple hours later she
was still onboard and using
the jovsticks to operate the
nloas blades.

It was Suffolk’'s Arst ma-
jor snowlall since taking
carer road maintenance From
the Wirginia Department of
Transportation.

The clean-up efFort cast
abot %265 000 in labor and
malerials. Public Waorks Ii-

rector Eric Niclsen said.
Puring Wednesd ay's City
Council mesting, MNiclsen
recognized his crew For a
jobrwell done and thanked

See SNOW, Page T
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loving homes for stray cats
and dogs, and educating the
public on responsible pet
ownership.

In addition, a portion of
the proceeds will benefit
FETCH a Cure, a Rich-
mond-based charity that
specializes in pet health,
particularly those with
aging and cancer con-
cerns. It works to offer fi-
nancial aid to those fam-
ilies unable to afford the
high costs of cancer treat-
ment and rehabilitation
for their ill pets. It also
provides resources to help
pet owners recognize the
symptoms of early cancer
and issues regarding se-
nior pet care.

The gourmet goodies will
be available from the Mosa-
ic Café at the Suffolk Cen-
ter for Cultural Arts, 110 W.
Finney Ave. The downtown
eatery will also be cooking
up these all-natural health-
ful dinners; the canine cas-
serole will feature peas, car-
rots, green beans, chicken
stock, brown rice and pump-

kin, while the cat concoction
will substitute tuna for the
pumpkin.

“They sound pretty yum-
my for people, too; TLC
will be a main ingredient,”
joked Kay Hurley, Suffolk
Humane’s director of com-
munity outreach. “It’s just
a fun way for pet lovers to
celebrate the holiday.”

Hurley suggests humans
enjoy aromantic meal at the
Mosaic Café on the 13th or
Valentine’s Day and then
bring one home for Rex or
Mittens. Sorry, pet owners,
the Mosaic, like every oth-
er restaurant in the state,
doesn’t allow the family dog
or cat inside to sup with the
family.

And if there’s some left-
over doggie or Kitty casse-
role, better label it before
putting it in the ’fridge so
your brother-in-law won’t
polish it off during a mid-
night munchie raid.

For more information,
call the society at 538-3030
or the Mosaic Café at 538-
9090, or visit www.suffolk
humanesociety.com.

Eric Feber, 222-5203,
eric.feber@pilotonline.com
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. Shelliey Butler-EBarlow helps her husband, Joe, e pair a

tracter tire on a big John Dearms,

AWARD

Cor mued from Page 1

She graduated from the
university with an animal
science degree.

Coincidentally, she and
Joseph Barlow Jr. wers in
Blacksburg at the same
time, but they didn't meet
until years later, after she
was married and widowed.

The Barlows married in
1994, Instend of a dinmond,
she got her own John Desre
tractor.

Her duties as woman of
the year started recent-
ly at the American Farm
Bureau convention in Se-
attle. The trip was part of
her winnings for the mvard,
she said. She mostly attend-
ed meetings. Her husband
ot “to play,” and he enjoyed
it, she said.

“I've convinced Joseph
and his dad that they can't
run the farm without me,”
she said, double-checking
a balt her husband had iust

tightened.

Joe was easily con-
vinced.

"We coukdn't do what we do

without her,” he said. "Some-
times, it takes two people to
do something like putting
on & tractor tire. She takes
care of paying the bills and
keeping the other pape mwork
straight. It's abalance.”

For her most recent ac-
complishment, she got a tiara
from her sisters. Her moth-
er called her as soon as her
familyin Pennsyhrania heard
about the anard.

“You know your father
would be proud of you,"
miorm =aid.

Her dad, Bob Butler, died
in August at age Bl It nasa
few months before the state
Farm Bureau convention.

"He loved the farm as
much as I do,” Barlow seaid.
"We'd put him up on the old
tractar, and he'd drive it. I
wish he was here”
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